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CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW & POLICY IN AFRICA

Wednesday, 26 October 2022, 10:00 - 1:00 PM EDT
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 305 East 47th Street, 5th Floor
New York, NY 10017

INVITATION

The Center for International Law and Policy in Africa (CILPA), in collaboration with the Office of Legal
Counsel of the African Union Commission, invites you to an interactive dialogue exploring the Rol of
Regional and International Codification Bodies in the Development of International Law. The interactive dialogue
will be hosted at the AU Permanent Observer Mission to the United Nations, 3 Dag
Hammarskjold Plaza, 305 East 47th Street, 5th Floor. New York, NY 10017, and on Zoom, on 26
October 2022. Please RSVP to cstrydom@cilpa.org and_MeseretF@africa-union.org, indicating in-
person or online participation. In-person participation is limited, and registration is on a first come first
served basis.

CONCEPT

The codification of international law has had a long and storied history. It initially began as a
private exercise, first by individual jurists and later by societies and research groups established by
academics such as the International Law Association, the Iustitut de Droit International and Harvard
Research in International Law. It eventually gave way to the creation of independent expert bodies by
States, for example at the regional level, the Inter-American Juridical Committee (IAJC) in 1906, within
the framework of the Pan American Union. The same occurred at the international level under the
League of Nations in 1924, which established a standing Committee of Experts for the Progressive
Codification of International Law. The latter subsequently became precedent for the establishment, in
1947, of the United Nations International Law Commission (ILC) which then assumed a seminal role in
the progressive development and codification of modern international law. Today, it is hard to imagine
international law, which remains a key factor in the peaceful conduct of international relations, without
the contributions of independent legal codification bodies.

Unsurprisingly, with the apparent institutionalization of codification in formal State-created
mechanisms to which States nominate and elect jurists who generally serve in independent capacities but
are ultimately accountable to them, the work of private expert bodies is increasingly largely undertaken by
the codification bodies that also tend to enjoy closer formal and informal working relationships with
States. Indeed, over time, we have experienced the growth of such bodies at the regional level such as
the establishmentin 1991 of the Committee of Legal Advisers on Public International Law (the CAHDI)
in BEurope and the creation in 2009 of the African Union Commission on International Law (AUCIL) in
the Africa region. The European and African bodies thereby joined the established IAJC serving the
America’s region within the Organization of American States.

While both regional and international codification bodies maybe said to be on the same boat
heading towards the same destination of assisting States in developing binding rules of international law
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to guide the peaceful conduct of international relations, it remains unclear the extent to which regional
bodies such as AUCIL and international codification bodies such as the ILC interface with each other
on a technical and substantive level. Of course, as part of their respective traditions, these codification
bodies may receive delegates from the other institutions to share information and exchange views on
ongoing topics and projects being worked on. The ILC, for instance, has a standing agenda item on
cooperation with other bodies. Thus, it annually receives representatives of regional bodies including the
AUCIL, CAHDI and the IAJC at its annual sessions in Geneva. In turn, the regional codification bodies
also reciprocate and invite representatives of the ILC to their sessions. This tradition of exchanges of
views is by now well established. The question arises whether, beyond annual exchanges of information
on topics, there might be scope for the further deepening of collaborations between regional and
international codification bodies with the view to enhancing their collective contributions to the
development of international and regional law.

Against the above backdrop, and in conjunction with the AUCIL, the Center for International
Law and Policy in Africa (CILPA), an independent think tank based in Sierra Leone that aims to shape
discourse and build bridges between research, policy and practice on issues of international law in Africa,
proposes to convene a preliminary exchange of views on the work of regional and international
codification bodies and their roles in the development of contemporary international law. The panel
discussion, on the margins of the UN General Assembly’s Sixth Committee in New York on 26th
October 2022, aims to open an initial dialogue on this critical topic.

It is expected that members drawn from the AUCIL, CAHDI, IAJC and ILC, along with
representatives of States and academia, would be invited to engage in a preliminary dialogue with the
view to determining what further collaboration might hold for the further codification and progressive
development of regional and international law in Africa and internationally.

PROGRAM - Wednesday, 26! October 2022

10:00 110:15  Welcome/Opening Remarks
Dr. Guy Fleury-Ntwari, Legal Counsel, African Union Commission.
Prof. Hajer Gueldich, Professor, University of Carthage and Chairperson, AUCIL.

Prof. Charles C. Jalloh, Founder, CILPA and Distinguished Professor, Florida
International University and Member and Special Rapporteur, ILC.

10:15111:00  Interactive Dialogue: Defining the content

Moderator: Ms. Aahde Lahmiri, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of
Morocco to the United Nations.

Speakers:

Prof. Mohamed Helal, Associate Professor of Law, Moritz College of Law, the Ohio
State University, Member, Permanent Court of Arbitration, and Member of the
AUCIL.

Prof. Marcelo Kohen, Emeritus Professor, Geneva Graduate Institute of
International and Development Studies and Secretary General, Institut de Droit
International.



11:00 I 11:30

11:30 I 12:45

12:45 1 1:00

Prof. Charles C. Jalloh, Founder, CILPA and Distinguished Professor, Florida
International University and Member, and Special Rapporteur, ILC.

Interactive Dialogue: The Method(s) from a comparative perspective

Moderator: Mr. Amadou Jaiteh, Counsellor and Legal Adviser, Permanent Mission
of The Gambia to the United Nations.

Speakers:
Prof. Claudio Grossman, Professor and Dean Emeritus, Professor of Law and Dean
Emeritus, and. R. Geraldson Scholar for International and Humanitarian Law,

American University Washington College of Law, and Member, ILC.

Ms. Alina Orosan, Legal Advisor and Director General for Legal Affairs, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Romania, and Chair, CAHDI.

Open Discussion / Q & A
Closing Reflections

*Buffet Lunch Served*



